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Let’s	name	the	class	PdfForm	as	well.	Another	use	case	would	be	to	parse	the	fields’	meta	data,	to	make	the	writing	process	more	dynamic.	PDF	files	can	transfer	plain/formatted	text,	images,	hyperlinks,	and	even	fillable	forms.	After	making	sure	that	everything	is	set,	we	can	send	the	file’s	content	to	the	output	buffer	using	PHP’s	readfile()	function.
The	full	code	is	on	GitHub.	In	this	tutorial,	we’re	going	to	see	how	we	can	fill	out	PDF	forms	using	PHP	and	a	great	PDF	manipulation	tool	called	PDFtk	Server.	Alternatively,	we	can	use	PDFtk’s	dump_data_fields	command	to	extract	the	fields	information	from	the	file:	pdftk	path/to/the/form.pdf	dump_data_fields	>	field_names.txt	As	a	result,	PDFtk
will	save	the	result	in	the	field_names.txt	file.	FDF	or	Form	Data	File	is	a	plain-text	file,	which	can	store	form	data	in	a	much	simpler	structure	than	PDF	files.	Next,	it	checks	if	the	file	has	been	already	generated;	if	not,	it	will	call	the	generate()	method	to	generate	it.	Once	the	VM	is	booted	up,	and	we’ve	managed	to	ssh	into	the	system	with	vagrant
ssh,	we	can	start	installing	PDFtk	using	apt-get:	sudo	apt-get	install	pdftk	To	check	if	it	works,	we	can	run	the	following	command:	pdftk	--version	The	output	should	be	similar	to:	Copyright	(c)	2003-13	Steward	and	Lee,	LLC	-	Please	Visit:www.pdftk.com.	$value	.	We	passed	two	parameters	to	the	function,	the	first	being	the	path	to	the	tmp	directory
fetched	via	the	sys_get_temp_dir	function,	and	the	second	parameter	being	a	prefix	for	the	filename,	just	to	make	sure	the	filename	would	be	as	unique	as	possible	across	different	hosts.
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